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Water and Flood Control in Houston
Sometimes it is mind wobbling to talk about water and flood control at the same time. Mind wobbling in the sense that a city which suffers from a water crisis can at the same time encounter serious floods. On that note, Houston City Council is one of the jurisdictions that suffer from both crises in an almost equal measure. This is so because as many homes receive notices from the city council that there will be water shortages or that the water that is being supplied is unsafe and thus must be boiled to be safe for drinking the meteorological center warns about heavy rains and floods. On the other hand, floods continue to hit the city (Keita et al., 2021). For instance, in Harvey just a few weeks ago, there was intense rainfall that caused floods leading to loss of lives and destruction of property. In a bid to get the water and flood control issues in Houston, this essay seeks to expound on reasons why there is both insufficient water supply in Houston and why the City is hit by floods. 
Water Issues in Houston
It is no doubt that there is no city in the world that does not have a water problem. However, looking at Houston, is the water problem a human error or a natural disaster? To better answer this question is that the water issue in Houston is both a product of natural events and human error. Thus, looking back to 2021, most parts of the city went through the horror of 24 hours without water. The city never had water because the temperatures went very low that the water in the pipes froze into ice. That is not the only time the city has been without water or accessed unsafe water. Houstonians have had to drink water that have lead (Sikder et al., 2019). At some points, the city is hit with storms which not only expose people to unsafe water, but also lead to bursting of pipes which then mean most homes does not have access to water. 
Lack of water and/or dispensing of dirty water to Houstonians is a human crisis also much as storms play their role. One of the human issues that lead to lack of water or access to unsafe water is lack of landlords to do repairs to their house’s water supply systems (Sikder et al., 2019). Thus, rusty pipes or even water heating systems during storms lead to either supply of dirty with lead or pipes burst-up when water anomalously expands during winter. 
Flood Control
Flood control in Houston majorly a human error especially in design. Pictures from the last winter storms in Houston are harrowing as automobiles and some homes look partially or totally submerged (Farahmand et al., 2021). The reason why cities world over flood is not because water comes in but the design of the water flow does not allow the same water to get back out again. Floods have been incessantly happening in Houston especially during winters. However, the authorities and even city engineers do not seem to notice until the floods reach insurmountable proportions. 
Water has to be controlled in Houston by all means since water has to hit the pavements when the rain falls. The city has to come up with ways to either reuse it or to deposit it in situ. Thus, the policy planning has to remove the water from where it is originally deposited through proper engineering that seeks to ensure that there is implementation plans of storm water management. 
In conclusion, the water and flood control in Houston is an issue that should promptly and conclusively be solved. The issues of lacking water or accessing unsafe water should not face a city of Houston’s proportion. The engineering department in the city and its environs should relook at design issues facing the city and seek to plan and implement better designs that either deposits or puts to reuse the storm waters. 

















References
Farahmand, H., Dong, S., & Mostafavi, A. (2021). Network analysis and characterization of vulnerability in flood control infrastructure for system-level risk reduction. Computers, Environment and Urban Systems, 89, 101663.
Keita, D., Shishodia, S., & Sridhar, B. B. M. (2021). Cytotoxicity analysis of pre-and post-hurricane harvey soil samples collected from greater houston bayous. Ecotoxicology and Environmental Safety, 223, 112600. Houston Houston 
Sikder, M. S., Ahmad, S., Hossain, F., Gebregiorgis, A. S., & Lee, H. (2019). Case study: rapid urban inundation forecasting technique based on quantitative precipitation forecast for Houston and Harris county flood control district. Journal of Hydrologic Engineering, 24(8), 05019017.
